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epoch. But, granting that there is some foundation for all these theories, still the fact remains that, even if cards did exist earlier than the middle of
the fourteenth century, the mode of playing with them has not survived. The game of primero, prime, or primavista, is allowed by most authorities
to be the oldest known card game. Sir John Harrington, in his punning epigram On the games that have been in request at the Court, has the
following: --The first game was the best, when free from crime The courtly gamesters all were in their prime. According to Nares, primero resembled
a more modern game called Vambigu; but Seymour, in The Court Gamester, published earlyiu the eighteenth century, gives a different version.
Speaking of ombre (quadrille, ), he says, It is an improvement of a game called primero, formerly in great vogue among the Spaniards. Primero is
played with six cards, ombre with nine, --that being the material difference. As to the terms, they are mostly the same. He who holds cinquo primero
(which is a sequence of five of the best cards and a good trump) is sure to be successful over his adversary. Hence the game takes its denomination.
Minshew, ! in his Guide into Tongues, says that primero means first, and primavista first seen | and that the game is so called because he that can
show such an...
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