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Cuvillier Verlag Jul 2012, 2012. Taschenbuch. Condition: Neu. Neuware - Indonesia is a favourite ecotourism destination in Southeast Asia and
tourism in general plays an important role in the Indonesian economy. Being one of the world's largest archipelagos', with more than 17,503 islands
sprawling across the Indian Ocean, Indonesia is one of the third top global megabiodiversity hotspots with rich natural ecosystems ranging from
rainforests to mangrove systems and a high degree of insular endemism. The Indonesian archipelago is divided into two ecological regions - the
Sundaland (Asian zoogeographical region) and Wallacea (Australasian zoogeographical region) by the Wallace line. This line runs between the
islands Bali and Lombok. Indonesia also boasts of a rich marine biodiversity with 20 % of the world's coral reefs and is biogeographically a part of
the coral triangle. Nearly 45 % of Indonesia is still covered by natural ecosystems and one of the reasons for this is that only 6000 out of the 17,000
islands are permanently inhabited. While Sumatra and Java are the most popular tourist destinations, Indonesia also has one of the world's longest
coastlines with popular beaches and island resorts in Bali, Lombok and Bintan islands. The waters around these islands also provide excellent and
economical diving opportunities, with a very high coral diversity as for example in Bunaken Marine National Park in the northern tip of Sulawesi
island and the Raja Ampat area in west Papua which according to Conservation International claims to have the highest marine diversity. Indonesia
also has a rich cultural diversity with most of these cultural sites listed as world heritage sites. Ecotourism in Indonesia can be used not only as a tool
for conservation of biodiversity but also to promote sustainable development especially for the local communities. While promoting ecotourism, it
should also be seen that...
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